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A Message from the President Don Oliver 
Warm weather is now 
here, so as everyone 
rushes to plant crops, take 
some time to inspect your 
forage fields. Take a walk 
to see how they have 
come through the winter 
weather. Watch for 
thinning, moulds etc., 
things that wonôt be visible 
without a Sunday stroll in 
your pasture and hay 
fields.  
 
 

With that done, then planning for harvesting.   
Whether by animals or machine, planning can be 
looked at on those days we canôt go out on the fields 

because of rain. Part of producing good forages is to 
plan ahead so that you take as much risk out of 
producing the crop as possible.  
 
As the summer progresses, remember to save the 
date for Ontario Forage Expo! See forage equipment 
at work and have discussions with other farmers and 
industry people that may provide answers to your 
needs.  
 
Have good year!! 
 
Don Oliver 
President, Ontario Forage Council 

 

 

 

Tuesday, July 5
th
 in Grey County 

at the farm of Carman & Beth-Ann Weppler and Family  

5704 Minto/Normanby Townline, Clifford  

Thursday, July 7
th
 in Dundas County 

at the Vandenbroek Family Farm  

11250 County Rd 43 W, Winchester   

FARM EQUIPMENT DEMONSTRATIONS & TARDE SHOW! 

Free to the farming community! 

 For Questions: 1-877-892-8663 or 519-986-1484 

Lunch will be available onsite 

Join us for 
ñHay Making in Motion!ò 

ONTARIO FORAGE EXPO 2016 

Equipment will 
include: 

¶ Mowers 

¶ Rakes 

¶ Tedders 

¶ Balers 

¶ Macerators 

¶ Bale Baron 

2 Locations for 2016! 

A Very Special Thank You to Fred Brown 

The Ontario Forage Council would like to thank Fred Brown for his three years of service as President.   
Fred accepted this role in 2012, and has provided excellent leadership to this position.   

Thank you Fred-your contributions are appreciated! 
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OFC Managerôs Report 
By Ray Robertson-Manager, Ontario Forage Council 

The Ontario Forage Industry 
is certainly gaining a more 
visible image these days, and 
people are talking about it. 
The cover crop craze is 
taking a front row place on 
many programs and soil 
conservation is a household 
word. Forages have always 
been considered an important 
component of a good crop 
rotation, but it was more 
assumed, than creating a 

major discussion at a farm meeting or seminar. In every 
province, producers are reporting about the forage buzz 
that is being emphasized. I think most of us would admit 
that forages have never been recognized as the sexiest 
subject and never garnered that front page story, like 
the new or renewed cereal crops and the big yields that 
are being talked about in the coffee shop. Things are 
changing, and as we consider the major advantages to 
including forages in a crop rotation and reducing soil 
erosion due to wind, rain and spring run-off, in addition 
to a general increase in hay prices, it all makes good 
sense. 

In recent years, we are seeing more demand for 
Canadian hay and a growing recognition of its superior 
qualities.  The Ontario Hay & Forage Co-operative Inc. 
was registered earlier this year and has the potential to 
become a major entity in the forage industry here in 
Ontario. We wish them great success as they expand 
their membership and move forward with the ambitious 
and realistic plans they have outlined. It has been said 
that, ñThey have the potential to revolutionize the 
haying industry in Ontarioò. 

The Ontario Hay Marketing Forum continues to be an 
effective hay marketing arm for the members in Ontario 
who focus on local markets, and is also their gateway to 
the Canadian Forage & Grassland Associationôs export 
markets.  

The Ontario Forage Council is an active member of the 
Canadian Forage & Grassland Association (CFGA). 
Several members in Ontario attended the 6th Annual 
Conference and Annual Meeting in Saskatoon last 
November, just after our Fall edition of Think Green! 
was published. It was a great conference. Chris Martin 
from Ontario was elected to the Board of Directors, 
representing the US Exporters and I was elected 
Chairman of the Board.   

Plans are well underway for the 7th Annual Conference 
and Annual Meeting to be held in Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
on November 15 -17, 2016. Advanced registration is 
now available at a reduced rate, so I anticipate a 
number of Ontario producers will want to attend. 

 

Plans are being finalized for the 11th Annual Ontario 
Forage Expo to be held in Grey County in the West on 
July 5th, and Dundas County in the East on July 7th.  
Stay tuned for details and we look forward to your 
participation. 

OFC partnered with the Canadian Dairy XPO CDX) for 
the third National Forage Competition in the 4th CDX in 
Stratford with over 14,900 people in attendance. The 
forage entry numbers increased this year and we are 
advised that the numbers will be increasing significantly 
in 2017. We see this as an excellent opportunity to 
promote Ontario Forage Council, Ontario and Canadian 
Forages and at the same time create another element 
of interest for the CDX. 

Again in 2016, we had a Trade Show Display at the 
BFO Annual Meeting in Toronto in February and the 
Ontario MAPLESEED Pasture Award was presented to 
Kevin Aitkin from the Mount Forest area in Grey County. 

The financial support from OMAF has been extremely 
helpful and has permitted OFC to focus on a number of 
issues that has and will continue to assist in raising the 
viability and profile of the forage industry and hopefully 
our efforts have also assisted them, in their outreach to 
the farm community.  

The Ontario Forage Council has spent considerable 
time and effort on the provincial and national scene, in 
addition to forage export initiatives which is certainly 
raising the profile of Ontario and Canadian forages. We 
are receiving significant praise and encouragement for 
our efforts. I also want to express appreciation to 
Shannon McCarthy and Athar Shah in the Food Export 
Division of OMAF for their interest and support for the 
forage export promotion initiatives. Many of the plans 
started and seeds planted this year will continue to bear 
results well into the future. The continued support of an 
active membership and OMAF are most essential in 
achieving the goals and objectives of the OFC, as we 
strive to add greater economic value and stability for the 
forage producers in the agricultural community. 

I want to express appreciation to our Board of Directors 
for their support this past year.  I also want to thank all 
the staff at the Ag Centre in Markdale and particularly 
Patricia Ellingwood, who has been very supportive 
during my absence from the office for extended periods 
during the past year.  Patricia and the staff has always 
risen to the challenge on your behalf, which is truly 
appreciated!!!! 

Best Regards, 

Ray Robertson, P.Ag.  
Manager, Ontario Forage Council 
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News from the Canadian Forage & Grassland Association 

The Canadian Forage and Grassland Association is 
very pleased to be working with the Manitoba Forage 
and Grassland Association to host the 7th Annual 
CFGA Conference at the Fairmont Hotel in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, November 15-17, 2016. 

Planning is well underway for this yearôs conference 
and the overall theme is Grass and Green in 2016 to 
recognize the important role of Canadian forage and 
grassland managers in their provision of significant 
environmental and economic benefits for Canadians 
from coast to coast. 

Using Manitobaôs productive forage and grassland 
scene as the backdrop, the 2016 Annual CFGA 
Conference will highlight how the Canadian forage 
and grassland sector is a critical foundation for 
sustainable growth and development throughout the 
Canadian agriculture industry. 

Key topics for discussion during the conference 
include: 

¶ Economics of forage production 

¶ Environmental benefits of grass on the landscape 

¶ Export industry development 

¶ The role of cover crops in annual production 
systems 

¶ Soil nutrient management and conservation 

Given the extent of our industry ï the numerous 
agriculture sectors it services, the economic activity 
that it generates, the role of forages and grasslands 
in maintaining soil health and productivity, and the 
ecological goods and services that benefit all 
Canadians ï we have good reason to 
celebrate ñGrass and Green in 2016ò. 

 

CFGA Annual General Meeting information is posted 

on their website.  Read transcripts of past lectures 

 and information that is not available anywhere else! 

 http://www.canadianfga.ca 

 


